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FOXJ>ABL£ CONTAINER 



Field of the Invention 

Hie inventioii relates, to contamersniadfi fe>in a oncKpiece flat aheet^-made .offer 
iBustaiioe, watetproof zMterial so that the coirtafai&s may be used to hold both liqiiida and 
5 solids. 

Backgrovud to the InTentlon 

Foldabls coutainers are known fbr use as vessds such as ciqps for holding drinks or foods 
forpersonal consumptLon* Such foldable containeis are ^Hbes: simple in straotor© in 
1 0 which case they will not retain their folded condition wiUiOTttt hand ot finger pressure 

being applied to them, or they are relsrtiveiy coinpleac structures inolwdixig clamps or other 
devices for attachmg to the folded contamer body rn order to naaintsin its folded 
conditionr 

15 Theice is a need for a simple foldable container, whioh may be njaintained in its folded 
condition witiiout using a sqparate festening or other element wMch add to flie overall i 
conq)le3d1y and cost of ttie article- 

Statement of Ihivention 

20 According to the first aspect of the invrntion. fliere is provided an open-top containeir 
constmcted ftom a single sbeet of material having fold lines enabling the sheet to be 
tranafocmed from a flat condition into said csontwbcwSff by fbldiiig said material abont said 
fold lines, the oontaincx compnsJng a base and a plurality of side walls that extend &om 
Ihe base and define a rim of the container^ tha ade walls being joined at each end thereof 



1 
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by comers^ wherein each comer oornprises a fl^ formed fitxpft two folds exteaiding flom 
II1Q 2im and meeting at a point-jTmctioEn vn±. tfce bas©, tbe flap having an oxiteide part fliat 
.®x1«5^^??lP.95e ad^ part feat extends into fiie suijoiningsid©^ and a 

middle part between said inside and onteide parte, a first integral fbrmadon on one of said 
5 parts bemg interlocked witti another of said parts to retain said flap in a fclded condition. 

Vx^Smbly^ said first integral fbimation is a tag oix the din of the inside part of die comor, 
which tag is tucked into the q^ace between said middle part and the outdde part of the 
. comer. 

10 

Alternatively, said iSret integral fcsnnation may be a first notoh in the lim of one of flue 
inside and outside parts of the corner^ wMah not^ix maybe isnga^ with a second integral 
formation comprisbg a second notch in the rim of the other of the inside and outside 
parts of the comfin Preferably, fhs tim of one of said inside and outside parts of the 
15 cfttnerhaaatab, and -fee first notch is defined b^eea the tab and flj^ 

opening at the fiiU En© beftweeoi that part and the nriddle part where it joins the rim. 

Preferably! the tab substantiaUy fills the space between said walls at fiie rim of the 
container when the fi^ is in its folded po$itlon. 




20 



Ptefeiably^ each notch has a root; the nxyts of each notdi coinciding when ibe is in 
its folded position. 
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Fjrsfeacably, tiie first and second notches are aligned whea fho £1^ is in its folded position^ 



Altanatively, said first integcai fonaalion may be a hook themade 
the hook being foxmed by a V-shaped cut in said inside part, widdi cut has two ainis, tiie 
jSrst aim neatest said middle part extmdzng to tbo xim. and the second aim fbtlhest fiom 
the middle part ternnnating at a distance fiom the tim, said setend ana being aligned 
vrith flis fbld between said middle part and outside part -when the fl^ is in its folded 
position, liie fold between said outside and middle part parts being relieved fixan flie rim 
to a depth substantially coincidflait with the top of said second aim of the V-shaped cut 
whezL the fl^ is in. its folded poailion^ and so that the hook, when eqigaged with the 
bebveen the middle and outside parts of the cornea: retains the flap in its folded condition. 



10 



15 



Preferably, said relievhig of the fold between said outside and middle pdit parts is 
achieved by cutting off the comer fotmed by said fold at the rim thereofl 

Prefoably, a hinge is formed between said hook and inside part of the comflr by a V- 
sbaped fbld line having a root and two Ihnbs. tiie root coinciding with Ihe top of the 
second asm of said V-shcped cut, andihe limbs extending to the rim. 



20 Preferably, one limb of said V-shaped fold line is aligned with the second arm of said V- 
shaped cut. Preferably, the other Hmb of said V-shaped &ld Hne is substantially 
perpendicular to the second aim of said V-shaped cut 



3 



If. ^(JU^ ltf:41 il^AKKlSON 60DDARD FOO ^ NO. 533 p. 

r 



Altmativejy, said first integral foimadon may be a wing foamed on hofk the outside part 
and middle part, the wing being fenned by a fold line that extends from flie lim of flie 

. m^P. part to_flifi rim of flie outside part, a second integral feimatian bring provided in 
the form of a slot in the xim of flie jimerpart, the inner part being relieved &om (he rim to 
S a depth substantially coincident with tbs top of the outside and nsxddle parts when, &e 

wtag is in a folded condition, so that the slot wliea engaged with the wing, retains the fL&p 

in its folded oondilion. 

Preferably fold lines are defined b^eeafhe base and side walls, which fold lines axteod 
10 between said point-junotions of a(]Boining coiners* 

Freforably said sheet of matsrial is substaniiaUy hescagonal in sh^e^ wh^ unfolded and 
flat Pre:fo»bly, said sheet of material Is a waterproof materiaL Preferably, said sheet of 
material is a plastics material^ for eTcarDple polyprop jlene. Said container may bo in tbe ' 
15 form of a bowl. 

Brief Description Of fhe Dravvfngs 

Prefeocred embodiments of the inv^oition are now descaibed, byway of exaiople only, with 
zefoitence to the accompanying diaiwings^ in wMch: 
20 Figure 1 shows apian view of a container according to a JGrst embodiment of ttie 

present invmtion^ in its nnRdded flat condifi 

Figures 2a and b show a comer of oontaiaer of Figure I in a sQini--folded and 
folded condition respectively;. 
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Figure 3 shows a p)m vien!7 of a second «mbodimexit of a rontainra aoc^^ 

&e preseot inventiaa, in its un&lded Hat conditiox^ 

tigar€L4 shows a plaaview of a.tbird enibodimeDt ota containei: according to the 
present inveuilioii, in its uofblded Hat condidon; 
S Figure 5 shows a comer of tiae container of Figure 4 in a seaaai-folded conditioa; 

Figure 6 sliows a plan view of a variation of the container of Figoora 4; 

Figure 7 shows a conaa: of ths contaiofir of Figure 6 in a send-folded condilSoni 

Figure S shows a plan view of a variation of tiie container of Figure 6 having 
composite comers^ 

LO Figures 9a andb show a camsr of the oontaiaw of Figure 8 in a semi-folded and 

folded condition zespeciively; 

Figure 10 shows apian view of aDOoUier container in accordance with ftepTMeoat 
inventioii, m its mxfolded flat condition. 

Figures 11a and b show a comer of tti© container of Figure 10 in a semi-folded 

15 and a folded ccxiditioni 

Figure 12 shows a plan vierw of Bnofhcr oooiainex in accordance with the present 
jnvonlianin its luifoldBd flat condition; and 

Figure X3 shows a folded comer of tiie ooaiazneir of Figoie 12. 

20 Detailed Peserl^on of the InventiiHi 

Referring now to Figure 1 of the accon^panyms drawings, a first embodiment of a 
foldable oontainetf according to the invention is illustrated m its unfolded flat condition. 
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The coDiaiiier comprises a sheet of mat^al 1 provided with a plurality of&li lines 
scored into Ibe body of fhe sheet 

The sheet 1 is substantially hexegcoial in ah^e. In an fAtemBtxro embodiment, tbe sheet 
5 IcouMbegen^iaUyciccularoraiiyo&ersmteble^ IBacih edge ofthe hexagon is 
denoted 5a to £ the edges forming the rim 5 of the container in a folded conditioa 

The sheet 1 is jsrovided with base fold lines 2 de&ms a self-supporting triangular base 3, 
having comers 6a, b and o. By ''setfsupportiQ^vitisnieantllial:, wl^ 
10 its folded condilion, the base 3 allows Ibe container to standuiHdi^twifhont the need fi>r 
external support 

Two Ibid Imes 4,7, in V-ahape fbnnation, exlmd £mn each comer 6a» b and c to the rim 
S* The fold lines 4 and 7 togefber define a: middle part 8 of a In the illustrated 

15 embodiment fiieare are three middle parts 8> each geneially ttiangular in shape. Tb&. &ld 
lioea 4,7 also define outside parts 8b 9nd inside parts 8c, of the comer 1 1 , as well ss three 
side walte, 16a, b and c that extendbetween the comers 11. 

A tab 9 extends outwardly £:om an end of each of the edges 5a, c and e to a point junction 
20 300. Bachtab 9 has a curved outer edge 10. A notch 12 tuns ftom the point junctLon 300 
parallel the respective edge 5a, c, and e to atsar-stqp apertoro 13, 



6 
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A secwnd TOtdbi 14 erteods inwstdly torn ti^ 

anj^ed away fiom the fold line 7 into each of fl» side parts 8c The notdiBS 14 rm to a 
teai'^ticrp.s^ettuie IS. 

5 Tbe notches 12, 14 are positioned Burfi fliHt. whea the oomer 1 1 is folded, (see Mgore 
2b), the toots of the notches 12,14 are essentially coinddfinl;. MoieoYer, in ttds position 
fhey are ia aliginm«it\?i(h one anotfier, and wheo ewgaged, fhsy hold the comer 11 
togeihsr. The apertores 13 and 15 prevent the notehes 12 and 14 tearing. 

10 To fold a camfir 1 1 , fold line 4 is folded inwardly towaids flie oentro of the containec so 
ihat inside part 8b feces inwardly and middle part 8a feces outwardly (each -wiih respect 
loliiBintedOTOfliieconlaner). At ihe same time, fold Kna 7 ia folded outwardly, so that 
owtsidfi part 8c also feces inwardly, but ftom hdund middle part 8a. A fl^ 8 is thereby 
formed oompiisixig the overlying inside, middle and ontsid© parts 8b, a and C 
15 respectively. Onoo the fl^ is fotaaed,ilie tab 9 is able to fold across 

the fltqj such that ite notches 12 and 14 can be manetivered to engagia one aaote and 
jat^dt This eHeotively locks the comer 11 in a folded posiiian. 



Alternatively, as iUnstwted in Figure 3, dje sheet 1 is not provided willi a tab 9, hot 
20 insteadiBpiovidedwi&two notches, 20 and21. Eachnotcheate^ 

Ihe sheet 1 into asidewaU,l(Sa,bando, as ihecaaemaybe. The notches 20 and 21. ate 
positioned such that when the ooma: piece 8 ia folded, using fold lines 7 and 4 to fonn a 
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flap, as illusteted in Figure 2, fli© root of the iLotcli 20 and the notch 21 are easeatiaay 
coinddcat, axui fhe xiotcliea 20 and 2 1 can be intarlaoked ^fh one anofhes:. 

A second enabodiraent of the invention is illustrated in Figure 4^ in whicli a &ldable 
S COTtainar 1" isilhistrated. inits unfolded flat asndition. The container 1' oompiises a 
sheet of material 22. Tlie sheet 22 is provided wth a plinafity of fold 
beeai scored into the body of the aheeL 

The sheet 22 is «©pioxjunjEtfely nonag^^ in shape. Thenonagon comprises six edges 23 
10 of equal lengeh, and three shortesr «lge% 24 also of equal lengfii. 

A first fold Jine 25 eactends fiom a fiitst end 26 of each short edge 24, to a point junction 
27j 27" or 27" as the case may ba, on. Ihc sheet 22, The point junctions 27a, b and c a» 
equidistant fisom one anofhisr, positioned such that upon folding of the containeTi ttie area 

15 * between the pojnt junctitms is sirfacient to fiwm a sdf-suppoxting base of the coirtainftr. 
A second fold line 28 exteads fiom a second end 30 of each short edge 24, to ihe point 
junction 27a, b or c, as the case may be. The &ld lines 27 aod 28 together define a com^ 
middle parts 33a. lii the present embodiment there aie provided three oor^ 
parts, each generally triangular in ah^ The fold lines also define ihree inside parts 33b, 

20 aud outside parts 33 c, as well as edde walls 34. 

A tab 29, tcapzoidal iji $h^e, extends outwardly ftom each edge 23, which is adjacent to 
&e secoxiud end 30, of tiie acUoining^. short edge 24. The tab 29 is provided VPith two 



s 
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curved oater edses 31. A fold liud 32 defines the base of the tab 29. The fold line 32 is 
tba sftme laigilh as» w «li]^tly less, than the edges 24. 

Li oid« to ttaii8fi»m the sheet 22 fiom a ilat to a fblded 
5 folded TOmmSfy aloo^ li»B 28, so iJsat middle part 33a feces outwardly, (widi respect to 
the interior of the container). Outside part 33b is pudied outwardly, folding along line 
25. A fl^33ajb,c is tiiearefayftHmed, as illustrated in Figure 5 TheflsEpeactendeftom 
th© rim to the point junction 27 ofthe two fold lines 25 and 28. The tab 29 is iaS&SrtH 
i^rith die inside part 33b. 

10 

Once the fl^ is formed, fee 29 is thea folded over the middle part 33a of fee flap. 
The intfitacllon of the tab 29, fee middle part 33a and the outeide part 33c retains fee fl$» 
and holds fee comer 11' in fbldedpositian. 

15 If prefcned. fold lines maybe provided betweenpoint jrawtiona 27a, b and c in order to 
flatten base 40 betweoi thscn. 

A third embodimeot of fee inrentioai is iEusticaied in Hgiirc 6, in whicOi a ftldable 
container is iUustrated in its tmfoldfid flat condition. The comtaine!: oomprises a sheet of 
20 material 800. Thedaeet 800 is pnmded wife apluralilyoffoldluie^ 
scored into the body of fee sheet. 




1 4. UUI. mi 1U:4^ 
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The ahfiet 800 is aHproxiniatcly octagonal in shape. The sheet 800 comprises two long 
edges, each of equal length, 801, feur shorter edges, 802 also of equal lengfli and fimr 
.oomer. edges..806.. 

The sheet 800 is provided with inner fold lines 803, which defbtxo a square self-supportiiig 
baso 804. A &Id line 805 extends fionoi a point junetion at each comer 805 of tfao self- 
snpportmg base 804. Bach fold Ime 805 eidendsto a point j 

edge 806. A second fold line 809 ©ctends from the point j\mctioa at each comer, 806 of 
fhe base 804. Each second fold line 809 ext^ds to a point junctiaa on each short edge 
802. 

ThfifoldlinesS03and809tagelhe(rdejBUieaniiddlepar^ 11", fiithe 

present eoibodinaentfbem are provided fonrmid^ each generally tdangular in 
shfipe. "Die fold lines 805 and 809 also define four side walk, two small side walls 814 
and two larger side waQs 818. 

A third fold line 815 extends from the edge 802 acn^s the com^ piece 816 to a poi^t 
j unction on fite edlge 80 1 . This doSiu&& a wing 817 that spans (he coxier piece and part of 
Ihe adjacent wall 818. 

A first downwardly inoliiLed edg^ 810 extends from a first md Si 1 of each short edge 802 
to Ihe point junction 812 wfiere the two edges meet Two slots 813 and 813' extend from 
the point junction 812.intD each side wall 814 m-a V foxznatioiL • 



10 
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Bx otOa to tcansfbtm th& dieet 800 from a flat to a folded comdition each of tto comer 
T^Qa?^'il6M^.M<l^iSSfm:^^^ eotteiioxof HiaaM^acent sidawall 814..osiiigJt>ld lines. 
805 aa& 809, audi UiatfbA eKtenaal saeSuso of fiie oomer piece 816 contacts the esdemal 
S amfece of ttie adjacent iside waU 818, fbnning a flap 819. The fl^ S19 has an outside 

part 820 that esjcteods into the side wall 818, amiddle part 823 foimed by the comer piece 
816, and an iDKde part 824 fliat ojdciids into the side waU 814. The 

witliboth flifi middle 823 and outside pactg 820. The skrt 813 is integral •wtQi the inside 

{dece824. 

10 

When the flap is jSwrned, as shown in Figure 7» the downwardly inclined edges 810, 
tdieve the rim (fcimed by edges 802) of the nuddle part 823, such that the depth of the 
rim is substantially cohicideiit with -the top of the outade 823 and middle parts 820, when 
the wing 817 is in its folded condition. The wing 8 1 7 is fiiarefore able to engage the slot 
IS 813, in the maide part 824, ttie nteaetion of ti» hook and fold tetaidhig the comer piece 
817 m a folded ecaadition. 

A fourth cnibodimeot of foe iavention is illustcated m Kgoro S, in which a foldable 
cQotainar is illustrated m its unfolded flat condition. The container comprises asheet of 
20 material 50. The sheet 50 is provided with a phaality of fold lines, which have been 
scored into Ihe body of Itas sheet. 
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Hie aheet 35 is w^ximately iscosikaitetragonaJ ia sshapei la fliBpreseot embodimesat 
tiie iseoaScaiterix^Qii cojwpdseB fow loog edges eacli of equal langfli, 51 and twenty 
. Bhoato ete, 52,. 52% 5?:% 52" 

5 The sheet SO is pnmded widi innfir fold lines 53, whicfc define a self-supporting base 54. 
Jjft tbe pteseat estnbodimeat the self-siq>porting base 54 is rectangular. Altamalively liie 
Sdlf^^Uppozting baso is any ofiier smtable aligp ft 

Hie container 50, when felded, bas fiwac oanrposite oomars 65. Each comer comfinses 
10 twoconifirB lla,l>aitaiIartoaoBedfisciibedwiaiej£b^^ 

fiist tBSd line 55 steads fiom a point Junction at eaoh cocner 56, 56% 56" and 56"* of 
the Belf-gttM>C!rthig base 54. Each aid line 55 extendi! to a Sx&t end 56 of eacb shoct edge 
52% A second fold lixw 57 eKtcndsftomtiw point jo^ 

and 56'** of flio rectai^ular base 54. Eaoh fold line 57 extends to a second end 58 of 
IS each shoxt edge 52\ Ubie fold lines 55 and 57 toge&er define a fiist middle pan 63a. 

A flmd fold 59 line extsnds fiom the point jcnotion at eacli comer 56, 56*, 56' * and 56"*. 
Ead»feldKne59 extends toafirstend 61 of eaclish£atedg652'"*. A foutfb fold line 60 
exlEods j6om the point jtmction at eadi comer 56, 56% 56" and 56"* to a second .end 62 
20 ofeaoh short e4gB 52****. The fold lines 59 acui 60 tog^iiexd^Baie a second middle part 
64a. 
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Tosfiibsc 4« dfold Unes 59 and 57 define die finir oompoait© comerpieoBS 65. The fold 
lines 55.60 also define inside parts 63b,64b respectively, as well as £brst and second side 
walls 66,67. 

5 FSiSttab 68 rartenids wrtwaidly fiom each, edge 52". The edge 52'* serves as a fold line at 
the base of tiie tab 68, Second tab 69 extends outwardly fcom each edge 52' ". The edge 
52"' serves as afbld line at the base of the tab 69. 

Ja ordear to transfonn the sheet 50 fioin a flat «o a folded condition the extsinal sur^ce of 
10 each niiddtepa]t63a,64a is folded inwardly, as iUnstratedtaFigares 9a a^^ 

eaoh flap 63,64 is formed, the tabs 68,69 are folded oyer each middle part 63a,64a. The 
interaction of the tabs 68,69 with the middle parts 63a,64a and the outside parts 63o,64c 
. ]stain6CMnnera65inafoldBdpodtiiDO. 

IS A fifth fryih^Mmfmi ftf the itwBgrtifm IS jHiistrated in Fismres 10 and 11. in which a 
foldaO^Ie container is diown in its inxfolded flat cxnidi The oontainer con^jiises a 
sheet of material 70. Tba sheet 70 is provided with a ptaraJity of fold lines, which have 
been scored into tiisbody of the aheet 

20 ' The sheet 70 is provided with inner fold lines 73, vAsich define a self-suRporting base 74. 
Ja the present embodiment the sdt&SvppofUJiS base 40 as triangular. Altemativeay the 
self-siqppordns base is any qVoSx suital^Ie sha|te. 
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A fold line 75 ext^ds fiom a point junotion at each comer 76, 76' and 76" of liie sel& 
supipoituig base 74. Each fold line 75 exteinds to a first eaid 76 of each, ahoxt edge 72. A 
second fold line 77 OTt^^ andTtS'' ofjgie 

<ri0ngul^ bas9 74. Each second fold line 77 exteoads fo a point junction 78, between a 
ffxst domniMixdly inclined edge 80 and a second downwardly inclined edge 81 . The fist 
downwardly iwoJiaod edge 80 extends from a second «nd 82 of each short edge 72 to the 
poiat junction 78. The second downwardly inclined edge 81 extends from a iust end 83 
of each long edge 71, to the point junction 78. 

Thefoldliaes75axJd77togelhetdefiaeaw3inCT Jn the present embodiment 

theq;^ are provided three comer pieces^ each gma^ally triangular fi^ ohapQ. The fbld lines 
75 and 77 also define three side walls, B5- • 

A hook 90 Is formed in each side wall 85 by a downward V-shaped cnL The V-shsped 
cathastwoanns88and87. The first ami 88 extmds to the edge 71. The second arm 87 
teoxdnates at a distance fix>m1he edge 71. ThehoQk90is|»?ovldedwithahinge 
cornprismgaV-«h^edfeIdlinehaY^ tod 402, Ba<;5i limb eorteods fi^ 

the edge 71 to a point junction 403 cohudding with the top of the second ann 87 of the V- 
shaped cut. The firat limb 401 of the V-^hapod Sold lioe i$ $ub$tantidUy aKgtjied'wifix the 
second arm 87 of the V-ahaped ouL The second 402 of the V-shafsed fold line is 
substantially pecpendicnlar to the first limb 401 . The hook 90 preferably has a tab 700. 
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pieces 84 are Soldsd tofwardB tbs BxfsA<fr of ^ adjacent side vftSl 85, using fold lines 75 
and 77k soc^l ^uat ffli^mal smikce pjf tibs cpmegr pissi^ 84 coutaet&tfaie.eixitGaaial sux&ce 
of tho M^aoBtit aide waU 85 beosalih the hook 90 fyjxmiS a flc^ 330. The £1^ 330 has an 
5 ouMdepait331tibatezteadsi]xlottie.sidewaU85,anuddlepait332fb^ 

comer piece 84, and an inside part 333 Ifaat easteads into side wall 85'. The hook 90 is 
finxnedinlegEal with fbs inside part 333. 

'Whenibeflq) is fixnnedtbe downwanUy inclined edges 80 and 81 relieve five rim 
10 (fbimed by edges 70 and 71) of Ihe middle part 332 and tbe ootdde part 331, sucih Oat 
&e depth of the rim is substantially coincident with the top of the aim 87 of die V-ahaped 
cut. The hook 90 is theisfi^re able to engage the flap 330»beb^^ 
outside 331 parts, the jotecaciion of&ehook aid fbldxetainingflie ccMma: piece 84 ia a 
•fblded condition. 

15 

In the foregoing enibodimentB, the inade and oiJteido part* a» geoeraHy interohflngeable, 
with the fislds bang reversed. The integral cocaponenis on one part (i© notches, tabs or 
hooks) generally serve to interlock with 1lb» conqKmeats on l3ie other part in either 
direction- On the ortha hand, because of the tesiHence of polypropylene, (out of which 
20 file coniainfiK of &e present inv6nli<m are useMlyconstructecOsc^ 

deigns caaly work wdl in one diraellon, where die corvature of tiie container is paztiy 
lesponsible fer holding the comers together. This is traes of the embodiment of Kguie 4, 
for example^ where Ihs tab 29 must be folded outwardly (ftom the centre of the container) 
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so that the Jl^ is ndemal aadhe^ press the taS) ijrto the sa^ 
outsldep^, AperamdEffledintheartcandiaMvar^chdeagnssw^ 

JOOTitSbly &nns between adjacetot side walls when an tuexaganal stuqpe is folded as 
5 dsscdbedi The tab tho^fore provides messeotialfysmootbttm. 

When oonstmoted fiom waiacproof materitO. Ac contBiiiBts can obvioqsly contain liquid 
wifliaat leaking. Moreover, th«y can bo cleaned easily by wiping when unfolded. The 
preseoot invention is pomanly nsefiil in fbrmuig bowls. 
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Claims 

1. Axi op€n-top container constmoted fbom a single sheet of materiaj Ixaving fold lines 
. enabling fUe ^!&^tohptimstgme6. from a fl^.jppnditton.mtp said oontainecby. - 

ScMbig said materrfl] about said &ld Snes* the contamer comprising ahase and a 
5 ptuiality of side avails tihat esimi fiom diidbase and defuse axim of tiie contaxnerp the 
side walls boing joined at each eod thereof by comers, wherem eac^h comer oompnses 
ailap formed fiom two fold Unes eTctroding Aran tbe rim and meeting at apoint- 
jmction Mdib. the base, fb© flap having an oulside part ifaat extends into on© side wall, 
an inside part lhat et^exvls ntto Ihe ftcy oining side wall, and a middle part between said 
10 msideaod outside part?, a first integral joxmation on one of said parts bemg 
interlocked with another of said parts to retain said fbacp in a folded conditicm. 

2. A foldable container according to daiml»wh€«:^ 

tag on flie rim of the inside part of the ccmer, which tag is tacked into the apace 
15 between saidmiddle part and the outside part of the earner. 

3. A fbldable container according to claim 2, wherein at least two comets are 
immediately adjacmt one another to form a composite comer and said outside parts 
of said adjacent comers of die compo^te Comer adjoin each other. 

20 

4. A fbldable container according to daim 3, wherem 
composite comeons. 
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5. A&IdablecantainBracaordnigtooIaim 

first notdk in fee rim of o»e of th© inside and outdde parts of tte coniflr, which noteh 

- ■ - ?i«°.^^:?^^ajeqcmd jntegra^ secondnotch-infhe rfmofl 

the othar of tfas inside and ouMde parts of the comer. 

5 

6. Afoldableoontameraec<»^gfOclaim5,whie^ 

outside paits of Iha conwr lias a fab, and flio first notch is defined between the tab and 
feat part, the notrfi tjpening at fho few Bne betv^ 
where it joins the dm. 

10 

7. A fi>Idablfi container aocMding to claim 6, wheceni fee tab substantiaUy fills fee space 
betweffli said -walls at fee run of fee container when fee fli^ is in ila folded position. 

- 8. A foldablo containsT aooardins to claim 5, 6 or 7, wherein eacih notch has a soot; fee 
15 inots of each notch TOincidinSwhem the fUp is in its folded positia^ 

9. A&ldabIecQiilameraccQa3dingtoanyofclainis5to7,wheteindxefte^ 
notches are aligned yrbm fee fl^ is in its folded position. 

20 10. A foldable container according to claim l^whcmn said first integnafo 
hook on fee inside part of the eoinfir. the hook being fonned by a V-^^ 
inside part ^ch cut has two tajm, fee first arm near^ said middle part extaidJng 
to fee ihn and the second aim fbrfeest fixam fee middle part tBrrrYint ^ti ng <tf a distance 
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^ fiom the ]^lz^ said secon^dannbdngafig^ 

and outside paiC when the flap is in its fi>lded position, fhe fold between said outside 
and middle part parts being relieved from tiie xim. to a dq?th.substaDtiaU>c coincident 
i^th the top of said second ann of fiie V-disped cixt wheoa fhe flap is in its folded 
5 position^ and so ibsk the hoolc; wh^ engaged vrlUx the fbld betveeen the middle and 
outside parts of the comer retains tbe &&p in its folded cosadition. * 

1 1 . A £>ldable container according to claim 10, y^erein said lelieving of the Md 
betwe^ said outside and middle part parts is aobieved by cuttkig oS fbs oomer 
10 formed by said fbld at 13ie rim thereof 



12- A foldable container according to claim 10 or 1 1 'vrfjerem a hinge is formed between 
said booh; aodmeidepart of the comerby a V-shaped fold Ihie having a. zoot and t^ro 
limbs, the root coiiiciding-vnth the top of thesw^ out; and 

15 Qie limbs ecuctendtog to the linL 

13. A foldable conlainer according to claiiti 12, wherein one limb of said V-ahaped fold 
line is aligned with the seocmd arm of said V-^h^ed cut 



20 14- A foldable cantainer according to claim 13, herein the other limb of said V-sbaped 
fold line is substantially p^endicular to the second arm of said V-shaped cuL 



I 
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IS. A foJdable oo3itamer accoiding to daim 1, whereiii said first integral fbimatiaa i 
wing fojmed on both the ai^ 
fold Jine ttat ^endfi fl^ rim of the middtte part toL<he rim of.ttie outside part, the 
second integral fonnatloii comprising a slot in the rim of the ixanerpart, the innerpart 
5 being relieved &om the xim to a dqpth aiibstairtJ aHy ooincideait with the top of the 

outeide aaid middle parts whm llie wing is in a folded condition, so that ih^ dot when 
engaged with the wir^g, rotaina Ihe fl^ in its folded condition. 

16. A foldable container according to any preceding dafm, wherein fold lines are defined 
10 between the base and side walla, which fold, lines eoctend between said point-junctions 

of adjoining comers. 

17. A fi>ldable container accoxdxng to any preceding claims wherein said aheet of 
material is substantiaay hfix^^ 

15 

18. A foldable conta iner according to any preceding claim, wfagcein said sheet of 
material is a wabetproof material, 

19- A foldable container according to claim 18, wherein said sheet of material is a 
20 plastics matedal. 

20, A foldable container according to claim 1 9, Trfierein said plastics material is 
polypropyienft 
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21 , A faldable container acooscdmg to any precediiig claim, in the fbm of a bowl. 
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FOLDABJLSLCONTAIISER 



5 



A foldable open-top containo- is oonsfrncted fijom a single sheet 1 of material Jjiaving fold 



lines (4,7) enablmg the sheet to feetransfbc^ The 
contaJiiw has abas© (3> fmd ffldewallB (1^ Chat e«^^ 

(5), The ade walls arejoinfid at each end by («»iieisaiX Each comer is a flap fbmwd 
10 fimm the two fold lines. The flap iasm outside part (Sc) that extfflMJs into qqb side 
sn inside part ^) ifaat exteaods into the adjoining side wan, and a middle part (8a) 
hetweea the inside «ad outside parts. A first integral fiMmadon on one of said paits 
(notch 12) is intedockedTsrifli snafliflr of said parts (notdh 14) to i^ainthe flap in a folded 



conditimi. 



IS 



Figure I 
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